Sexual Consent and Relationships Education
1 December 2025  ·  Commons  ·  Oral Questions
Policy areas: Crime, justice and law, Education, training and skills, Society and culture
Topics: healthy relationships, relationships education, sexual consent education, violence against women
Source: https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2025-12-01/debates/0FF03614-36A2-4FB1-9C01-4E611316607B/SexualConsentAndRelationshipsEducation

Ian Roome (LD)
2. What steps she is taking to improve education on sexual consent and relationships.

Olivia Bailey (The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Education)
The Government’s new relationships, sex and health education guidance will help to ensure that young people learn about healthy, respectful relationships, and understand that consent is essential. That supports our unprecedented mission to halve violence against women and girls within a decade.

Ian Roome
Many parents are concerned about how schools address the sensitive issues of consent and sexual violence. What action is the Department taking to ensure that those subjects are being taught in schools by appropriately trained professionals, to safeguard both pupils and teachers?

Olivia Bailey
That is exactly what our new RSHE guidance aims to do, to give schools the support they need to ensure that our young people are taught about healthy relationships, and to learn about critical concepts such as consent.

Alistair Strathern (Lab)
I know the Minister will share my concerns about some of the rise in regressive attitudes to sex, relationships and women among some subsets of young men, but far from being the drivers of that problem, young men should be the solution. Fantastic groups such as Beyond Equality show that at their heart, by giving young men spaces to explore their own sense of self, manhood, and healthy relationships on their own terms, they can have incredible and transformative impacts on gender attitudes to sex and a wider relationship ethos. How can we ensure that as part of our reforms we create more opportunities for those spaces at the heart of every young child’s education?

Olivia Bailey
I thank my hon. Friend for his question and for all the work that he does on this important topic. I agree with him wholeheartedly, and I very much hope and expect that our work with schools to ensure that healthy relationships are taught in them will mean that young men get the exact space that he is asking for.
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